More than blonde ambition

Shannon Fezer is a highly remarkable, accomplished and extraordinary woman.  This stunning blonde flashes a radiant smile that is as wholesome as Weber bread.  Consider this to her Mid-Western upbringing.  Her regal presence is accented by her statuesque (over 6’) athletic physique.  With magnetism, personality and gorgeous looks, it’s no wonder she is in pageants.  

Shannon is more than just looks.  In addition to wining many glitz supreme titles, she has taken on the world of Mrs. Pageants.  With her honest and up-front style, she aces interview and shown her chops by winning such prestigious titles as Mrs. Worldwide- US and Mrs. United Nation-US.  In just a few short years, this relative pageant newbie has reached the pinnacle.  

Do you hate her yet?  Although it can be hard to swallow a woman being so well rounded and so likeable as a genuine article, Shannon truly is.  Having met her recently for an interview, she showed her stripes, and what beautiful ones they are.  A gregarious and compassionate woman, she speaks with authenticity and enthusiasm.  This belies her career in the Army.  

Yes, This beauty Queen is a career Military Woman who currently holds the rank of Sergeant.  As an air medic she has served in the hot spots during two deployments in Iraq.  She recently served on the Space Shuttle Discovery Recovery Team.  Her new duty station is in Hawaii, but don’t think that will keep her away from the action as she will continue her assignments with air medical rescue.  

F:  How did you become involved with the military?

S:  After my mother died, I was looking for direction.  I had earned a full scholarship for college  through basketball.  I ran into a recruiter who said I could still play in the military.  It sounded like the perfect thing for me.  The direction and focus I needed, travel, and the ability to play all over the world.  More importantly, I wanted to do something to help my country.  That sealed the deal.

F:  You got more out of it than that.  You have a new family.  Tell us about your husband. He seems very supportive of you.  

S:  We are both in the military.  We met and hit it off right away.  We’ve been pretty inseparable since.   Now that we’ve been married a year, we are looking forward to starting a family.  Mike is SO supportive.  He doesn’t necessary GET pageants, but it’s my thing and he supports me in doing  it.

F:  There are some who would say to postpone your family and strike whole the iron is hot for you in the pageant world.

S:  You know, I don’t need to keep doing pageant after pageant.  I mean, do I really need all those crowns?  What am I going to do with them?  I learned a lot from the glitz systems about how to dress, makeup, hair and such.  I want more.  I want the challenge and the skills I can learn in the Mrs., but I don’t need to do them for the rest of my life.  I’ve learned that a title can help in some things like charity, but you don’t need to have it all the time.  It helps you to learn who you are and how to accomplish your goals.  

F:  You’re an athlete.  Tell us the comparisons between pageantry and sports competitions.

S:  Pageantry has some big differences.  I only recently learned that there are some women who track who is competing in or who has won a certain pageant so they know they won’t be competing against them.  In sports, we compete against a lot of the same people over and over.  If my competitor beats me, I’m going to take that on as a challenge to do better next time, and congratulate her on an awesome job. Likewise if I were to win, then she would come to me and genuinely show support for my victory.  

F:  Now, what about the military?  Are they supportive?  

S:  Oh, My Gosh yes!  They have been so supportive.  I try not to bring this into work.  I like to keep work and private separate.  But they ask how I did in a competition, and I tell them.  The base paper has been very supportive writing about not just me, but my different community service projects such as my work with the Humane Society.  The Pentagon has even contacted me for an interview.  It’s been incredible.  

F:  Surly you’re commanding troops lends you a bit of an edge over other delegates in interview.  

S:  To make rank requires frequent interviews.  So, I’m basically doing it all the time.  This is my favorite part of pageantry.  It’s just so natural to me.  I love it!  I get to talk about what matters to me and people listen.  

F:  Having a broad range of activities such as your charity work and pageant competitions, you have a much wider scope of understanding which can be useful in your military career.

S:  I don’t know that they see it that way.  I do try to keep work and home separate, but I guess some of it carries over.  Learning new people skills in any business is always good.  

F: Face it, you are a knock out, does this hurt you at all in work?

S:  (laughs) you’re so funny!  No, they just see me as Sergeant Fezer.  Nothing makes any difference in what I do, except knowing what to do when you’re working on the patient.  Making rank is all about showing my knowledge and maintaining the education hours to back it up.  

F:  You just won the Mrs. United Nation US title, congratulations.

S:  Thank you.  That was such a shock!  I had just competed in another international system and came in first runner up.  I was very disappointed.  But, I learned from it and used it to help prepare for United Nation.  It felt really good.  The competition was tough.  The ladies were so awesome.

F:  You and your husband did a lot to help United Nation.  Didn’t I see Mike helping with the staging?  Can I clone him!

S:  (laughs) Yes, you can clone him.  He is so supportive.  He also can’t just sit around.  So while I was doing my thing, he kept busy.  He drove some of the girls around on errands, helped set up the stage and a lot of other things.  I’m so proud of him.  He’s going to be such a great dad.

F:  Spoken like a true newly wed!  When you have kids, are they going to be put in pageants?

S:  If they want to that’s ok.  I want to focus more on sports first.  

F:  Where do you see yourself in 5 years?

S: Retired from the military, doing something to help people.  Especially children!  Maybe even directing a pageant or helping.  There is a lot you can learn and a lot of growing you can do through the competition.  Hopefully, I’ll be a mom too.  

