Stayc Velarde interview

1. How did you start competing in pageants? As a teenager, my mother entered me in a pageant 3 months after have plastic surgery on my face because of an injury my father inflicted...As an adult, I had a dream I won a pageant and I realized that was a great way to spread my story of survival 

2. How long have you competed? on and off since 1983 

3. How did your first competition go? Not just did you win or loose, but what about relationships with the other delegates, relationship with the director, the "feel" of the pageant, etc. I placed first runner up, but it made me very aware of how unprepared I was...I did have fun 

4. How often do you compete? I try to keep it to twice a year..one live and one internet 

5. What is the point of your competitions? Is it to further a private business, personal pleasure….? To speak to people about my cancer survival. Wearing a crown has opened some amazing doors for me. I have been on national radio and television. 
6. Some women say they compete to keep in touch with their friends. As expensive as competition is, does this work for you, or would you rather spend the time and money tete a tete with your friends in a resort some where? I have so many pageant friends that I have met thru the internet, but have never met in person. But, my local pageant friends are some of the best friends I have ever had. We have fun spending our money on going to events and that is ok with us. 

7. What is your biggest pageant "win?" This doesn’t necessarily mean a title you won. I would have to say winning Mrs. Universal Achievement. I love that fact that the pageant is based on what I have done with my life and not how I look....In addition, being the director of Classic Beauty has been so much fun and educational, so I would have to include it in my wins 

8. What is your proudest pageant moment? Speaking to over 5000 people at the Disney Marathon on behalf of the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society 

9. If I were new to the pageant world, and say 21 years old, what advice would you give me? Be sure to research all the systems out there. Make sure the system you want to compete in highlights your talents, be it beauty, intellegence or a learn talent. Also, really think about a platform and remember that being a titleholder is a job and requires a lot of time and attention. 

10. Same as above, but let’s say I’m 51 and divorced. What advice would you give? The same, the better educated you are, the easier it is to find a system that fits for you... 

11. What are your thoughts on the experimental gowns vs. the traditional floor length gowns for competition? I am all about traditional...I think the experimental gowns are for runways, not pageantry. 

12. What is your favorite part of competition and why? I used to only like interview because it gave me an opportunity to share myself with the judges, but now, I am starting to like evening gown, as I have a new walking coach that has made me understand the beauty and grace of the competition 

13. How has being a pageant participant changed you? WOW, that is a hard question...As a teen, I learned the value of interviewing and first impressions and totally helped me to come out of my shell. As an adult, pageantry has taught me that I have a voice and that I want it to be heard. 

14. How have you changed the sport of pageantry? I think that I have given a positive face to the full figured woman in pageantry and that you should celebrate your life achievements. 

15. There is a plethora of pageant/ talent related magazines. Which one(s) do you read, and what is it that draws you to them? I am an avid reader of TFTJ and EPICzine...I like the articles and the photos and the updates of winners. 

16. "Rag" magazines are all the rage with people wanting to know the intimate details of celebrity’s lives. Should there be such a thing for pageant personalities? If so, what catchy name would you call it? I think "Pageantry" is one step away, why not encourage them to take the plunge?? 

17. What is your most memorable pageant "moment?" Being at the Worldwide pageant...It was the most healthy and happy competition I have ever competed in and it is the first time I truly felt like it didn't matter that I did not win, I was just proud to be there. 

18. What is your favorite pageant gown and why? This is not necessarily the one you’ve won the most competitions in. It is my Benet Barbie dress..I wore it at the Worldwide competition, but when I put it on the first time, I did not want to take it off. It took my breath away and my coach's, as well.. 
19. Which is more important to you when choosing to compete: Price or location? Both are important, but price is my biggest challenge 

20. Which is more important to you when choosing to compete: Prizes or breakdown of score? (i.e. 30 % of score for interview etc.) actually the competitions are most important and then breakdown of score 

21. Which is more important to you when choosing to compete: Price or prizes? Price 

22. Do you prefer having your boyfriend/ spouse in the audience when you compete? Why or why not? I love having my husband with me, but many times we cannot afford for him to travel, which, is sometimes better, as I get less stressed. 

23. In 20 years from now, you look back on your "pageant days." What are you thinking? How proud I am of understanding the true importance of wearing a crown and the impact you can have 
24. What is your favorite pageant? This could be one you competed in, watch regularly on TV, judge for, etc. TO compete Worldwide...To watch, USA To judge and watch, MAO 

25. Pageant participation is expensive. How do you pay for your expenses such as gown, travel, entry fees, etc? As little as possible...but I would say at least $1000 every 6 months, which includes appearance wardrobe, as well. 

26. If you were offered a pageant honorarium or scholarship how would you react? I would be thrilled and would welcome the opportunity to compete for a system that found me an asset. 

27. Do you see pageants as an authentic way to get into acting or voice over work? Nope 

28. What do your co-workers think of your pageantry participation? Not sure, I think they have kind of gotten over it. The first title I had made me a celebrity, now it is just my hobby and what "Stayc does" 

29. What do you find enticing about a prize package? pretty spraklies, I mean crowns...I love a beautiful, original crown, the rest is just icing. 

30. What is the longest "pageant friend" relationship you have, how did it start and how did it develop beyond pageantry? My best friend, Stacy Miller. She and I met at a local parade in 2003 where we were back to back as Mrs. Texas for 2 different systems. Then, we just kept running into each other at local events, to find out, we live less than a mile away from each other. We have gotten to be so close that when we looked back at Stacy's photos from her reign as Mrs. Christian World, that I was in all of them!!! Now, I am hosting her baby shower, and looking to plan our 40th birthdays in 2006. Plus, we are starting a pageant coaching business called, Stacy/Stayc...Anyone interested???
