Cara Lisa Ferria


How did you start competing in pageants? 

A friend got me into them when I was 24.


How long have you competed? 

A couple in the Miss when I was younger in 1994 and a little over a year after I was married in 2000/2001


How did your first competition go? Not just did you win or loose, but what about relationships with the other delegates, relationship with the director, the "feel" of the pageant, etc. 

There were over 50 girls in Miss Maryland USA and I was the first in line! So there was a lot of pressure and it was VERY competitive, I did not win but enjoyed it and lied the girls.


How often do you compete? 

Not since 2001 as I had back-to-back babies.


What is the point of your competitions? Is it to further a private business, personal pleasure?

I enjoyed every aspect, the competition, the interview, the clothing and most of all the friends!


Some women say they compete to keep in touch with their friends. As expensive as competition is, does this work for you, or would you rather spend the time and money tete a tete with your friends in a resort some where?

I try and get gowns on sale and use the same one and go on Ebay, so it is not as expensive if you know how to search and borrow things etc...


What is your biggest pageant "win?" This doesn’t necessarily mean a title you won. Mrs. US top 10 and also 

Mrs. MD World America top 5 . I have won a slew of National Internet pageants but I do not count them.


What is your proudest pageant moment? 

Top 10 in Mrs. US out of 51 in Vegas.


If I were new to the pageant world, and say 21 years old, what advice would you give me? 

Have fun and be yourself, if you try too hard the judges can see through it, be natural and relax.


Same as above, but let’s say I’m 51 and divorced. What advice would you give? 

Concentrate on yourself, do not worry about anyone else, think of the reason you are competing and stay focused and have fun.


What are your thoughts on the experimental gowns vs. the traditional floor length gowns for competition? 

I think it depends on the person and the pageant.


What is your favorite part of competition and why? 

Interview - I do not have to worry about tripping and I am glad when it is over! LOL


How has being a pageant participant changed you? 

It has made me more graceful on the outside (posture etc.) and I am the same inside, I think I learned to write more thank you notes for everything after pageantry! LOL


What is your most memorable pageant "moment?" 

Top 10 at Mrs. US


What is your favorite pageant gown and why? This is not necessarily the one you’ve won the most competitions in. 

Not my Yearicks but one Melissa Hagan found for me in a Mississippi gown shop and we had stones added to it, it is soft and flowy, peach, and different.


Which is more important to you when choosing to compete: Price or location? 

LOCATION!!!


Which is more important to you when choosing to compete: Prizes or breakdown of score? (i.e. 30 % of score for interview etc.) 

Neither


Which is more important to you when choosing to compete: Price or prizes? 

Price, I do not care about prizes, I want to win for me.


Do you prefer having your boyfriend/ spouse in the audience when you compete? Why or why not? 

Hmmm....sometimes I never told anyone and other times I had everyone there – LOL


In 20 years from now, you look back on your "pageant days." What are you thinking? 

I loved it and most of all had FUN!!!!


What is your favorite pageant? This could be one you competed in, watch regularly on TV, judge for, etc. 

Miss USA


Pageant participation is expensive. How do you pay for your expenses such as gown, travel, entry fees, etc?

Go to a lot of people for little amounts..clothing - bought on sale or borrowed or on Ebay or already have it etc.


Do you see pageants as an authentic way to get into acting or voice over work? 

YES


What do your co-workers think of your pageantry participation? 

Enthusiastic but who knows what they say behind closed doors – LOL


What do you find enticing about a prize package? 

Nothing...a crown? Cash? I like to compete to win....I hardly ever read the prize list...LOL


What is the longest "pageant friend" relationship you have, how did it start and how did it develop beyond pageantry?

I met Denise (Mrs. US 2000) in 2000 and she is still my best friend and also my Gia's Godmother! I visited her in Dallas in August. Lauri Rottmayer (1999) is also one of my best friends, and Melissa Hagan (2000) is one of my best friends too, she has stayed here and we visit and travel together and Kim Fisher (2000) and I see each other and have been out of the country together...Christy Vermont (1999) I just saw over Christmas and our husbands are close friends. Gosh, I met Lauri, Kim, Melissa and Christy ALL in Mrs. FL America 2000! I do not remember anyone from my Miss Baltimore days - LOL


