Barbara Jacobs

Below are questions to an interview. Please answer only what you want. You can cut and paste email, or you can paste into microsoft word and work on them at your leisure. No rush, but we are trying to get more pageant interviews going. Thanks for your help! 

The Ultimate Queen’s Interview 

Please answer only the questions you wish. Answers may be as long as you wish and you may include layered answers. Editors reserve the right to edit for content and length. Your interview will not necessarily be composed in this format and may be edited for style. 
THERE ARE NO WRONG ANSWERS 

Thanks for your participation! 

1. How did you start competing in pageants? My high school counselor introduced pageantry to me through the America's Junior Miss program for 3.5+GPA students. It was an okay experience, but not my cup of tea. I never thought I would compete again. However, 6-years later, while recovering from cancer therapy, my sister suggested competing in a pageant, and my husband supported it, as a way to get my health and emotional wellbeing back on track. I've loved it ever since. 
2. How long have you competed? If you count the one competition as a high school student, I've competed off and on for over 25-years. 

3. How did your first competition go? As a teenager I was a bit lost and out of my element. I loved my three roommates and we kept in contact for years. Not just did you win or loose, but what about relationships with the other delegates, relationship with the director, the "feel" of the pageant, etc. As an adult, I leave the competitions with far more than I enter with. I am grateful to know fabulous women from across our nation (and internationally as well) that are what I consider "the cream of the crop." I've gone from being a young girl who was not quite sure of herself to a lady of substance who can stand on her own convictions. A crown does not make you a winner, your inner voice and outward actions make you a winner. I'm a winner before I arrive at the competition. The relationships and positive experiences are the icing on the cake. It's like therapy in a weekend! Definitely food for my soul! 
4. How often do you compete? It depends when I'm interested. I counsel with my family and look at each competition as a two-year package. I include this year, my preparation year, and optimistically consider the following 12-18 months to dedicate to the pageant system should I be awarded with the title. That effects my family and thus requires them to be part of the decision. It's finances too! 
5. What is the point of your competitions? Is it to further a private business, personal pleasure….? I've always been a scared little puppy in front of people. I hate that about me so I focus a lot of energy to rid the butterflies I unwillingly experience. The fear is not rational and my job and pageantry both help me to keep it at bay. I also believe humans need to step out of their comfort zone now and then. It is how we grow and mature. I definitely believe in that! And, I'm living proof that I am a much better person for it! It's meaningful to me because it is for personal growth. I must say, I enjoy the representation as much as the competition itself. (When I just want to practice, I find a one day or "kiddy" pageant. When I want compete, I look for a quality pageant with a reign--substance.) 
6. Some women say they compete to keep in touch with their friends. As expensive as competition is, does this work for you, or would you rather spend the time and money tete a tete with your friends in a resort some where? It's more to keep in touch with some phenomenal aquaintances. Pageants are stressful and you are there for a competition. As great as the friendships are, a competition is not the REAL socialization place for connecting with one another. I've had that at a pageant, but give me a resort with friends any day, and leave the competitions out of it!!! Then the relaxing, let your hair down, get to know you, get together can happen! 
7. What is your biggest pageant "win?" This doesn’t necessarily mean a title you won. It was finally winning the interview award! That had more meaning to me than the title did. I finally understood what it meant to be comfortable in my own skin plus I had the capacity to allow others the opportunity to share in it, like it or not. Not being a puppet was a very satisfying and personal moment. 
8. What is your proudest pageant moment? First runner-up at the Mrs. United Nations pageant. I was blown away with my placement and will forever be grateful for that honor. I felt great about my performance and I was rewarded. 

9. If I were new to the pageant world, and say 21 years old, what advice would you give me? There are some tricks to the trade that are quite secret, you need to know some of them. So, start small, learn from those before you, and then make it your own. You are not a carbon copy of any one else in the world, don't be one in pageantry either. Personality is half the battle, so be yourself and you will lead. In other words, winners are unique individuals with unique individual qualities! Some pageants add in some hoops (such as physical fitness or GPA) but for the most part, they are small compared to the big points of YOU! And never, never, never, take the final score as personal. 
10. Same as above, but let’s say I’m 51 and divorced. What advice would you give? Same advice, but I think you will have more fun!!! You're never to old to dress up and let your personality shine through! Look out Cinderella! 

11. What are your thoughts on the experimental gowns vs. the traditional floor length gowns for competition? I love a gown, it's one of the reasons I love pageantry. Changing the gown competition to a different type of outfit is more economical and practical, but I'd really miss the floor length gown. What about making the floor length gown an optional category, or vise a versa? 

12. What is your favorite part of competition and why? The excitement and glamour! I've always been a competitor and I appreciate the fact that the rules are clearly stated; it's good, clean, and supportive fun; has a positive impact on the community (events the pageant system is affiliated with); I get to dress up fancy, sparkly, and girly; and winning is something I honestly must WORK at. That element of effort is a personal necessity. It pushes me beyond where I am and really is what it means to be in a competition. It's that extra push or stretch of a runner at the finish line--had to be prepared and in shape to get there in the first place, yet challenged beyond her best (no one else can help other than cheer) at that last moment to be better--whatever the resulting placement. Then, the competition is exciting!!! Add in the glamour, and that's why pageants are for me! 

13. How has being a pageant participant changed you? Pageants are simply a pathway. I think people have the power to change or not to change themselves. Pageants have given me an outlet to step outside of my comfort zone and area of knowledge in order to learn and to grow as a person. I am more vibrant and alive because I chose to be challenged in many ways, pageantry just happens to be one of my areas of choice. 
14. How have you changed the sport of pageantry? I'm not certain I have. I hope I've proven you do not have to be perfect to be title holder. I know I've been a good inspiration to many a youngster. 
15. There is a plethora of pageant/ talent related magazines. Which one(s) do you read, and what is it that draws you to them? I must confess that I "read" Pageantry Magazine first for the gowns and who is who before I read the articles. I prefer Supermodels Unlimited though because it feels more reader friendly. 
16. "Rag" magazines are all the rage with people wanting to know the intimate details of celebrity’s lives. Should there be such a thing for pageant personalities? If so, what catchy name would you call it? I don't think either one should exist. Privacy needs to be honored, too. Although I would like to see a "what's happening now" magazine. Not enough is covered about what titleholders are DOING and what they've done after their titles. Not knowing gives an unrealistic view of the industry and I think one of the problems to pageantry being snubbed at. 
17. What is your most memorable pageant "moment?" Being crowned by my son and daughter on stage. 

18. What is your favorite pageant gown and why? My purple halter top gown. It is the easiest to put on, I feel great in it, and I can wear it when I'm bloated or skinny. I just wish it was dark blue instead. This is not necessarily the one you’ve won the most competitions in. 

19. Which is more important to you when choosing to compete: Price or location? Location is more important, however it is the price I look at prior to deciding if I want to investigate further. 
20. Which is more important to you when choosing to compete: Prizes or breakdown of score? (i.e. 30 % of score for interview etc.) Honestly, the prize package is the last thing I look at. The breakdown in score tells me more about the focus of the pageant and what they want to be known for than anything else. Is the system one I want to be a part of, because win or not, my dollars help perpetuate that pageant system. 
21. Which is more important to you when choosing to compete: Price or prizes? To me it's price, but I do think they go hand in hand. The higher the entry fee the more the prize package should be. The minimum is an equal return of the "amount" to enter. Even more interesting to me is a prize package to the court. I have a 1 in how many chance of winning the title, but a greater chance of making the court. I feel pageants that ignore the court are ignoring their future delegates. If I enter a $750.00 pageant and only receive a plaque for being a runner-up, I'm not likely to enter the pageant system again and I'm certainly not going to be a fabulous verbal advertisement for them either, regardless of the good time I had. 
22. Do you prefer having your boyfriend/ spouse in the audience when you compete? Why or why not? I LOVE having my husband present, yet he is a distraction for me. Instead of paying attention to the judges, I look for him. I also have a bad habit of wanting to care for him ("Is he bored?", "Does he have a good seat?", etc.) so having him there takes mental energy away from me competing. I usually do better when he is comfortably at home. I miss him, but I only need to worry about me for the moment that way. 

23. In 20 years from now, you look back on your "pageant days." What are you thinking? Oh, the money I spent on gowns!!! 

24. What is your favorite pageant? This could be one you competed in, watch regularly on TV, judge for, etc. Mrs. Worldwide. Everything was comfortable and relaxed. I love glamour, but not having to glamour it up before it was needed on stage was a welcome treat. I never liked school being a fashion contest and I dislike that about many of the pageant systems. Instead of the competition starting the moment you arrive, the competition was to relax the moment you arrived. This was an entirely different experience. I would like a glamour day/night or glamour competition added for fun though. 

25. Pageant participation is expensive. How do you pay for your expenses such as gown, travel, entry fees, etc? I work overtime hours. Sometimes I'm fortunate to find a sponsor or two as well. Usually I just budget for it. 

26. If you were offered a pageant honorarium or scholarship how would you react? Wow! Are you kidding? I just won the lottery! Then, I'd want to know how or why I deserve the honor. It would be very humbling. 

27. Do you see pageants as an authentic way to get into acting or voice over work? No. 

28. What do your co-workers think of your pageantry participation? They are so tickled! It is so different from the person they see at work. They say, "Wow, when you clean up you look really good!" Okay, that can be taken two ways, but take it the loving heart way. 

29. What do you find enticing about a prize package? A new dress, vacation, or money. Okay, those things would be perfect but a plethora of nice things are great to receive as well. Not the dime store items I afford myself with regularly, but things I like/want but won't spend on me. Hey, a day at a spa would be ideal! 
30. What is the longest "pageant friend" relationship you have, how did it start and how did it develop beyond pageantry? I've known Debbie Nelson since our meeting at the Mrs. California America Pageant back in 1988. Our friendship began solely around pageants. She owned and operated the Miss California State Pageant and she talked me into competing. I won and for a year assisted her with her preliminaries and the following state competition. After that, we just continued to meet. Most of the time at her preliminaries but then house warming parties, family celebrations, births, birthdays, and other events crept in. It's the little things that make a friendship and that has been present for us. I guess what really did it for me was her support of the difficult time James and I were going through trying to get pregnant a decade ago. I like the way she accepted me without judgment. I often feel apart of her family. 
