The pageant world can be a very interesting place.  You meet men and women from all walks of life. Each has her or his own unique reasons for entering a competition.  Recently, I had the opportunity to interview the lovely Anna Hessel, and picked her brain regarding her experiences with pageantry.  Anna is a very spiritual lady with a history of community service a mile long.  

How did you start competing in pageants?

When I was younger I competed and then Wes kept encouraging me to do it for years.  After my surgery, I finally decided to give it a shot.  It’s been about almost 3 years ago now 

How did your first competition go?   Not just did you win or loose, but what about relationships with the other delegates, relationship with the director, the "feel" of the pageant, etc.-

It went pretty well.  I won national and it was fun.  The pageant folded.  I have made a lot of online pageant friends,  especially Angela Howell, even before my first competition. 

How often do you compete?

often 

What is the point of your competitions? Is it to further a private business, personal pleasure….?

To serve the Lord and to help others.  I honestly find pageantry a good ministry tool.

Some women say they compete to keep in touch with their friends. As expensive as competition is, does this work for you, or would you rather spend the time and money tete a tete with your friends in a resort some where?

I have a lot of pageant friends and keep in touch through pageantry and the net.  I weight the costs and the reputation of the pageant before I decide to compete or not.

What is your biggest pageant "win?" 

Queen of states recently, means the world to me.  The winner was chosen by the other contestants, many of whom I know and love.  Also the pageant-spirit and miss congeniality awards mean a lot to me. 

What is your proudest pageant moment? 

When I won queen of states and every time I ride in a parade or make an appearance and hear applause.  Knowing what you do is appreciated, especially when visiting sick kids.  When their eyes light up at the site of the crown or they smile, that’s the main real reason to do this for me. 

If I were new to the pageant world, and say 21 years old, what advice would you give me? 

Be true to God and yourself and have poise.  Trust God in all you do and yourself and be impeccably groomed.  Stand tall and proud, give them 110% and aim to win with grace and humility. 

Same as above, but let’s say I’m 51 and divorced. What advice would you give?

Exactly the same. 

What are your thoughts on the experimental gowns vs. the traditional floor length gowns for competition?

Traditional 

What is your favorite part of competition and why?

Interview.  To share my faith 

How has being a pageant participant changed you?

 I am more confident and have met wonderful friends and don't stress as much over my size. 

How have you changed the sport of pageantry?

I am plus size but only have 3 plus size titles out of many. 

There is a plethora of pageant/ talent related magazines. Which one(s) do you read, and what is it that draws you to them?

If its related, I read it 

"Rag" magazines are all the rage with people wanting to know the intimate details of celebrity’s lives. Should there be such a thing for pageant personalities? If so, what catchy name would you call it?

Rags need to be thrown away.  Don't go there. 

What is your most memorable pageant "moment?"

This guy while I was riding in a parade, runs up to the car and tells me I have it going on.  It was just so sweet and kind of funny too.  My second appearance was as the Rose Queen Pageant.  Since it was not a hospital, it had  huge auditorium, packed with people and a lot of teenage boys were there.  I was sitting next to a thin miss IL.  Ii was terrified.  Ii thought people would yell out “your fat,” or something.  

They introduced me first.  I stood up with false confidence and prayed my husband would not be humiliated if they called me old and fat.  Well, the place went nuts.  Whistles and hurrahs and applause, nothing negative.  Blew my mind!  Miss IL then stood up to a polite but more low key amount of applause.  She looked and me and smiled when she sat down.  Of course,  we are friendly and get along great. 

What is your favorite pageant gown and why? 

Blue velvet and getting old.   

Which is more important to you when choosing to compete: Price or location?

Both 

Which is more important to you when choosing to compete: Prizes or breakdown of score? (i.e. 30 % of score for interview etc.)

Score 

Which is more important to you when choosing to compete: Price or prizes?

Price, most of the time.

Do you prefer having your boyfriend/ spouse in the audience when you compete? Why or why not?

Wild horses will not drag him away! 

In 20 years from now, you look back on your "pageant days." What are you thinking?

Not half bad for the big old broad!

What is your favorite pageant? This could be one you competed in, watch regularly on TV, judge for, etc.

So many come to mind.  I can't really choose.   Miss America, gotta love it. 

Do you see pageants as an authentic way to get into acting or voice over work?

Yes.

What do your co-workers think of your pageantry participation?

I work with my hubby and he loves it.

What do you find enticing about a prize package?

Well, the crown I got for Queen of States took mine and Wes’ breath away.  It graces the family room and almost blinded my cat. 

What is the longest "pageant friend" relationship you have, how did it start and how did it develop beyond pageantry?

Angela.  She was my mentor and my dear friend too.  Beyond pageantry, she is a sister in Christ.

