The Power of Entitlement

Pageant titles are a funny thing.  There are those who identify more with a Ms. Title.  Some more with a  Miss title.  Seriously, what does any of it really mean?  Who’s to say into which category a delegate most appropriately resides? Does it really matter what prefix one has to a title?  Before we answer these questions, let’s just first review the breakdown of titles.

Standard divisions to a pageant are Miss, Mrs., Ms., Teen and Mr.  It is at the discretion of the Director or pageant owner to decide the defining criteria for those divisions.  Where Pageant A may consider Miss as only those women who are unmarried (i.e. single, divorced or widowed) of any age, Pageant B may choose to have women from the age of 20-30 regardless of marital status as their Miss delegation.  Does this mean Pageant A is any more or less on target or appropriate with their division than Pageant B?  Of course not.  It is the delegates of any competition who decide this.  Just as a married woman may keep her maiden-name and prefer an address of “Ms. Smith” contestants must consciously choose the title with which they best identify.

A Director or owner has the ultimate authority and privilege to design the categories in the manner he or she feels best for the flavor of that system and the competitors she seeks.  In a more traditional system, we may see stereotypical 18 year old single “Pageant Pattie.”   Although she aces the Miss category, “Pattie” may find herself lucky to place top five Miss of a less traditional achievement style pageant.  “Pattie” feels comfortable with the more traditional pageant and less so with the new-fangled and hard to peg achievement style competition or their definition of Miss.  She has a right to feel this way, and to openly express her role identification in whichever manner she feels best.  As Beauty Queens are role models, we must understand and be comfortable with the roles we choose to model.

This brings us is to the conclusion that delegates are ultimately responsible for choosing their title. Before sending in that hard-earned entry fee into a pageant, dig and discover what are their criteria.  Not just  requirements for a division, but how winners are chosen.  In Worldwide, our Pageant Guide is on the web site, and open for all to see.  In this guide we spell out how the judges are to do their job, how a tie is to be broken, what we look for in a delegate according to each division and each area of competition, etc.  Many other pageants, such as North American Scholastic and Galaxy, provide handbooks for delegate covering many of the same concerns and principals.  

So is the prefix of a title important?  Yes.  It most certainly is.  Ultimately this is how you see yourself.  If you are that “Pattie” and you know your strengths and personality lie more in a traditional pageant with a more traditional Miss title, then it would bode well for you to compete in that style of pageant.  A title, whether it be Miss Podunk or Ms. Queen of the World, You, the delegate, must be happy with and identify with the title.  This is not just due to your obligations to make appearances.  This is your golden opportunity to ultimately market your self and platform (if you have one) to the community at large.  You wouldn’t wear an evening gown on stage if you didn’t feel best in it.  Nor should you compete in a pageant or for a title you wouldn’t feel comfortable wearing.  You will be in that title for the rest of your life.  Certainly, as life circumstances change how we see ourselves, we will change our “entitled identification.”  As we reflect upon our decisions it is important to know we chose wisely.

