The Attitude of Servitude

This time of year is awash in a plethora of pandering to our sensibilities and devotion to serving the community and giving to those in need.  As a title-holder, it’s an abundant opportunity to take the ever-popular appearance photos giving up those great gifts to toys for tots or ringing the bell during the “red kettle drive” for the Salvation Army.  Good enough, but it can be so much more than this.  

Some competitions are looking for a delegate who can bring to the table a portfolio of pictures at different events abundantly awash in the gladness of the season’s Yule Tidings.  Even the seasoned competitor can forget to find the truth that lies beneath these 4” x 6 “ glossy prints.  Although a stack of prints ready for the pages of Pageantry Magazine or the web of Epiczine are great, you can get so much more out of your time.

Don’t think I’m going to quote Jimmy Stewart or rip out a dvd of “It’s A Wonderful Life.”  Schmaltzy isn’t what this article is about.  Surly, if you’ve spent hours getting toys, books, etc. donated for your different drives, and just want to have pics taken as you drop them off or while collecting, you’re good to go.  You have made a contribution and have helped the community.  You have the makings of beautiful memories of the holiday and no doubt beautiful pages fo rhte scrapbook.  

In addition, think of the powerful moments you can create by taking that one extra step.  Starbucks does a toy drive every year.  After winning the Fabulous Ms. California title, I took some of my winnings and donated them to the Starbucks near the venue where the pageant was held.  Staying there for about an hour, I enjoyed my coffee and helped Starbucks by “manning” their collection basket.  It was great fun!  It became an opportunity to watch the kids as they came buy and remark how cool they donations were, helped them to understand that a crown is more than just a piece of costume jewelry, and gave me a totally cool time getting to know people.  

Another example is the yearly expedition to Knott’s Berry Farm.  Mrs. United Nation 2006, Barbara Jacobs collects more than a smattering of toys for Knott’s Toys for Tots drive.  To deliver this abundance of joy, she enlists the aid of many title-holders and volunteers from throughout Southern California.  For their part, Knott’s offers a complimentary ticket for admission to the amusement park for each toy donated.  While Barbara ensures there are enough items to cover the admission of her team, she tends to go WWWAAAYYYY overboard.  

Typically, Mrs. Jacobs has handfuls of extra tickets.  She is not content to just give her toys and go into the park to enjoy the rides and celebrate her hard work.  Barbara takes these handfuls of tickets and distributes them to the crowd awaiting park entrance.  Recipients demonstrate a puzzled combination of ebuliation and skepticism at receiving such a generous gift.  For her part, the look of pure unadulterated child-like joy on Barbara’s face while playing this Crowned Santa Clause is well worth the price of admission.

There is no doubt, pictures from the spectacular onslaught of Christmas giving opportunities is appreciated by directors and magazine publishers.  From a delegate’s point of view, it provides attractive beginnings to a memorable scrapbook of one’s reign.  Taking these moments one step further, we have a greater opportunity to fully enjoy our experience through deeper involvement with these donation services and collection centers.  OK.  So, I am a little bit schmaltzy.  Take these moments and create the opportunities throughout the year to fully enjoy the fruits of your hard labor.  Instead of merely looking at a decorative page in the scrapbook, you will more completely enjoy the feelings associated with the memories of those special times.  

