Creative Venues – Sonoma

Directors are always looking for a way to give delegates a better deal.  This includes price, ambiance of the venue and excursions.  When looking at ways to attract an adult delegate, this can become tricky.  Particularly as many choose to bring their families to the event.  On a recent fact finding mission to the Sonoma and Napa Valleys, I found a few venues that fulfill most criteria.

World Mark at Windsor.  This is a lovely resort.  It boasts fully loaded condos for rent.  Depending upon which model you choose, you will find everything from a full kitchen, washer and dryer.  Now, you may not think you will need a washer and dryer on a pageant vacation, but I guarantee the first time your little one spills your coffee on her cute appearance dress, you will surely miss them.  The convenience of a kitchen is also very handy to anyone on a pageant diet.  Considering how many restaurants overly salt their food, and the sky-high fat content, this is a lower stress and healthier option.  Condos can comfortably sleep up to eight people.  This is great for the budgeting delegates who may wish to share their digs with fellow contestants rather than family.   

The Windsor’s amenities feature a large heated pool, jacuzzi, complimentary dsl, a world-class golf course, and many great spots for athletic wear photos, competition and interview segments.  For those competitions which hold prelims, then a top ten, this resort works well.  Use any of these spaces on the property is usually included in your condo rental fee.  Plan ahead, as the resort does host many exclusive events and fund-raisers for the guests.  

Obviously, if in the Sonoma and Napa Valleys, wine tasting is a must.  Many of the wineries have banquet or conference rooms.  These are very well appointed and will work very nicely with a stage and lighting for a full-on competition.  The grounds tend to be manicured with opulent gardens ripe for photos.  Venues such as Sutter Home/ Trinchero Winery and Domain Chandon offer absolutely marvelous opportunities with no need to rent staging due to their luxurious stylings.  If you are looking for an extravagant setting for your pageant’s after party or reception imagine holding it in the stately tasting room of the prime champagne maker (Moet et Chandon).  How’s that for a once in a lifetime opportunity for delegates!

Another great opportunity for once in-a-lifetime experiences is the Napa Wine Train.  Now, if you are doing a children’s pageant or don’t like the idea of an event with alcohol, you can secure this great trip without the wine.  In either case, you have the undivided attention of your delegates and audience for several hours while experiencing the gorgeous scenery of central California’s Coast.  The train consists of several cars and as added interest, you can host each part of the competition in each car.  Or, you can have different divisions in each car if you so desire.

The nearby town of Healdsburg is charming and has a lovely town square.  The historical section of town surrounds the square.  Here you will find a beautiful gazebo, quaint theater and Victoriana galore!  Imagine the beautiful photos and top-notch pageant experience only you could offer delegates here.   Pageant Moms and delegates won’t be hard pressed to enjoy the day soaking up the ambiance of Healdsburg.  Pageant Dads, there is plenty here for you too.  With several fresh water streams and state-of-the-art fishing outfitters, Dad will have a nice time unwinding after his little sweetheart takes home the crown.

Granted, it does take some imagination to take an untraditional venue and create an extraordinary pageant experience.  But, think of what a breath of fresh air you can breathe back into the pageant world by doing so.  Taking a risk with your dreams can pay off with an increase in numbers and your delegates leaving with a smile on their faces and a life-time of memories.  

